Unfortunately the text is in parts convoluted and in others reptitive. On page 95, when discussing humidity and ciliated epithelial cells, the author writes 'It is surmised that no cellular damage is avoided when the fresh gas inflow in the circle system does not exceed 5 l/min.' Examples of repetition are illustrated by the four diagrams of cylinder valves with the pin index safety system and even then the author gives only the index for air, oxygen and nitrous oxide. At least carbon dioxide and cyclopropane could have been included. Another example is the two diagrams (Figure 3.12 and 11.27 ) of the oxygen knob dimensions.
There are also some half-truths I believe are inappropriate in this type of text. For example, air is given a critical temperature (p. 131) and it is suggested that nitrous oxide outlets can be tested with a nitrous oxide analyser if available (p. 151). The problem of testing pipelines if nitrogen and/or carbon dioxide are being supplied in addition to nitrous oxide is difficult and cannot be lightly dismissed.
Although there are many diagrams they are rarely integrated with the text to enhance understanding. Sometimes the reader is left in total darkness. What is KISS (Figure 9 .1) in relation to pipeline supply? . Important areas such as regulators and vaporisers are given superficial treatment and the text does not provide the insight and explanation which would, for example, be expected of a final F.F.A.R.A.C.S. candidate.
Probably the best two chapters are those on carbon dioxide absorption, which have excellent information about the composition and function of Soda Lime, and on scavenging and pollution.
In summary, .the author does not seem to have achieved the aim set out in the preface. In addition, this book does not contain the wealth of detail found in Dorsch and Dorsch. uninformed tea-room discussions may be replaced by reasoned argument. The law is 'intruding more and more into our daily practice and will do so increasingly', but the answer is not irrational fear. It is such as this book. This will either help us to avoid the snares of the law or, should we find ourselves confronted, to meet it on a calm and informed basis.
You will read of the types oflaw, the hierarchy of Australian courts, their powers and jurisdictions. Registration and fitness to practice are well covered as are the commercial aspects of practice and dealings with Medicare. Consent, confidentiality and public health requirements are all discussed. A major section deals with professional liability and medical defence. This is unique in that it relates cases one to the other, not only as isolated entities. Bio-ethics and some pitfalls of giving contraceptive advice complete the text which is well indexed, contains several appendices and has a useful glossary of legal terms.
The only criticism is that the State law described, while comprising only a minor part of the text, relates to New South Wales, Queensland and Victoria only. We are assured that there is much commonality with other States but this really does not help their practitioners. Surely this is a deficiency to be corrected in the next edition and at only a small penalty in length.
The authors have produced the bargain of the year and for once a bargain you really need. Go out and buy a copy. 65. This is the third edition of a slim volume of keywords, subheadings and cross-references in anaesthetic literature. Nicholas Greene emphasises that not only have they been very carefully selected to avoid repetition, overlap or ambiguity and to facilitate correct indexing and retrieval, but must be carefully chosen by authors and editors. The preface to the second edition has been included as it is more than a preface and is in fact an explanation and a guide for correct use of the listings. Dr. Greene rightly emphasises the necessity for standardisation in terminology, and that to achieve accuracy and consistency in the use of key words, the responsibility for final definition is best assigned to one member of the editorial board of a journal.
Of course it suffers the usual disadvantage for British and Australasian anaesthetists of using American spelling and drug names.
The book is a very useful reference manual for researching anaesthetic literature and would be a handy addition to any anaesthetic department library.
JEANETfE THiRLWELL
The Children 's Hospital Camperdown N.S W. 2050 Primary Anaesthesia, edited by Maurice King;
Oxford Medical Publications; Walton Street, Oxford, OX2 6DP, United Kingdom; $25; 300 X 210; pp. 169. Primary Anaesthesia aims to teach general duty doctors in district hospitals in developing countries. It will also instruct nurse anaesthetists working with a surgeon. There are seven principal authors, all with English Fellowships. Two are working in Africa and four others have worked outside Europe.
The first chapter dismisses the Boyle's machine and nitrous oxide because of expense and practicality. The most sophisticated anaesthetic described costs $2.50 per hour.
Instruction is given on ketamine, local anaesthesia and draw-over vapourisers with air or oxygen as the carrier gas. Ether, trichloroethylene (the cheapest) and halothane are recommended.
My favourite chapter is Should Disaster Occur. Ten golden rules for preventing disaster are illustrated. Adequate preoperative assessment is emphasized.
There are three chapters on local anaesthesia, including sensible advice on failures. Most peripheral nerve blocks are described in twenty pages. Some of these are now rarely performed and unlikely to work.
Details are given on how to anaesthetise for a laparotomy using ketamine, muscle relaxants and an Ambu-Bag. Laparotomies performed under ketamine alone are otherwise difficult.
Many interesting drawings and tables are included. An ingenious table with a logarithmic scale shows doses of many anaesthetic drugs for all sizes of patient.
There are chapters on use of muscle relaxants, paediatric anaesthesia, formulating your own intravenous fluids and even one on intensive care with limited facilities.
If you have a non-anaesthetist friend going to practise medicine in the jungle, give him or her a copy of this book. It is sure to save lives.
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Northern Districts Hospitals
Santa, Vanuatu
